A possible role of catecholamines and (Na+ + K+)ATPase in the ethanol withdrawl syndrome.
Chronic ethanol intoxication leads to an increase in the intracellular Na+/K+ ratio. It is suggested that this derangement is counteracted by catecholamines via an activation of (Na+ + K+)ATPase. This hypothesis is discussed in relation to the symptomatology of ethanol withdrawal.